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treatment on a large scale is being successfully carried out in many places.
While most of the recognized remedies for ringworm are mentioned there is
not sufficient description of the details with which the treatment should be
carried out, for without attention to the minute details, treatment in difficult
cases is bound to be unsuccessful. One of the treatments recommended
for ringworm of the feet is Alibour water. I venture to guess that practically
no general practitioner and not all dermatologists know what the composition
of Alibour water is.
The illustrations are excellent and the publisher has made an attractive
volume. J. E. LANE.
CLASSIC DESCRIPTIONS OF DISEASE. By Ralph H. Major, M.D.
Springfield, Illinois, Charles C. Thomas, 1932 (illustrated).
The day has apparently arrived when the so-called cultural side of medi-
cine is not to be considered as an entity apart from sound medical practice.
The real practical value of the knowledge of the writings ofcertain of our illus-
trious medical forebears is an established fact. Whether or not a physician
has an acute interest in the history of medicine per se he cannot, for his own
good, be ignorant of certain historical aspects of his science. If he refuses to
possess a knowledge of some of these basic facts he will not only be occasionally
embarrassed by the conversation of his colleagues, but he stands in great
danger of undergoing that same discomfort in the presence of his patients.
The value of referring students to classical accounts of disease is also, as the
author points out, no innovation. Sir William Osler constantly used this
method in his teaching. The most favorable review that could be written
concerning this volume would be a reproduction of the fascinating Table of
Contents. Dr. Major is to be congratulated not only because of the excellence
of his presentation of the subject matter, but also because that presentation
represents a fine example of the modern bookmaker's art.
HERBERT THOMS.